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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-4 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 3 recites, "The content delivery apparatus according to any of claims 1 
and 2." This renders the claim indefinite as it is unclear what claim 3 actually 
depends from; it could be claim 1, claim 2, or both. For examination purposes, 
the examiner will interpret it as being dependent from claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1 and 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Koeppel et al (US Pat. 6,477,575), hereafter "Koeppel." 

6. As to claim 1, Koeppel discloses a content delivery apparatus which delivers a 
content managed by a content management server to a terminal (Abstract, lines 
13-17, a web server hosts content available to users a middleware program 
determines what content is presented to users), the content management server 
storing in advance a plurality of the contents and a plurality of pieces of time 
information associated with the contents (column 6, lines 54-56, content has 
associated presentation rules and column 10, lines 20-31 discloses rules that are 
time dependent), the content delivery apparatus comprising: 

a content acquiring unit which, when a predetermined time has elapsed, 
acquires relevant contents associated with a piece of time information including 
the predetermined time from the content management server (column 6, lines 54- 
56, content has associated presentation rules and column 10, lines 20-31 
discloses time dependent rules, such as displaying specific content for a 
predetermined amount of time, e.g. between 6:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M., and 
displaying different content other times); 

a display unit which displays the relevant contents acquired by the content 
acquiring unit in such a manner that each of the contents is selectable according 
to an operation instruction by a user (column 7, lines 30-34); 
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an accepting unit which accepts delivery information including a delivery 
destination indicating the terminal to which selected one of the relevant contents 
is delivered (column 7, lines 21-28); and 

a delivering unit which delivers the selected content to the delivery destination 
that is included in the delivery information accepted by the accepting unit, 
wherein the content associated with each piece of time information is displayed 
in such a manner that displayed scenery varies with a time included in the 
associated piece of time information (column 10, lines 20-31, specific content is 
associated with specific times and is delivered to the user in that manner). 

7. As to claim 3, Koeppel discloses the contents are local information concerning an 
area in which the content delivery apparatus is deployed (Abstract, the contents 
are web pages and they are local information with regards to the web server, i.e. 
stored locally). 

8. As to claim 4, it is rejected by the same rationale set forth in claim V rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
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said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

10. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gimson 
et al (US Pub. No. 2003/0158969), hereafter "Gimson," and further in view of 
Bhagwat et al (US Pat. 6,563,51 7), hereafter "Bhagwat." 

1 1. As to claim 2, Gimson discloses a content delivery apparatus which delivers a 
content managed by a content management server to a terminal, the content 
management server storing in advance a plurality of contents and a plurality of 
pieces of terminal information including headers of the contents and types of the 
terminals (Abstract, lines 9-15), the content delivery apparatus comprising: 

a display unit which displays the headers corresponding to the contents in 
such a manner that each of the headers is selectable by an operation instruction 
of a user (Abstract, lines 1-3, web pages are displayed and include links to other 
pages); 

an accepting unit which accepts delivery information including a delivery 
destination indicating one of the terminals to which a relevant content 
corresponding to a selected one of the headers is delivered and including the 
type of the terminal ([0032], lines 20-31); 

a content acquiring unit which, based on the type that is included in the 
delivery information accepted by the accepting unit, identifies a piece of the 
terminal information that matches the selected header and the type from among 
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the pieces of the terminal information, and acquires the relevant content 
associated with the identified piece of the terminal information from the content 
management server ([0032], lines 20-31). 

But, Gimson does not disclose: 

a size changing unit which changes a size of the content acquired by the 
content acquiring unit according to a capacity of a communication line of the 
terminal; and 

a delivering unit which delivers the content the size of which is changed by 
the size changing unit, to the delivery destination included in the delivery 
information accepted by the accepting unit. 

However, Bhagwat discloses: 

a size changing unit which changes a size of the content acquired by the 
content acquiring unit according to a capacity of a communication line of the 
terminal (Abstract, lines 3-13, the size of web content being transmitted is 
dependent on available bandwidth); and 

a delivering unit which delivers the content the size of which is changed by 
the size changing unit, to the delivery destination included in the delivery 
information accepted by the accepting unit (column 6, lines 31-35). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Gimson and Bhagwat in order 
to provide more efficient web browsing over low-speed network links (column 2, 
lines 57-62). 

Conclusion 

12. For additional prior art made of record and not relied upon and considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure see attached Notice of References Cited, Form 
PTO-892. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Dailey whose telephone number is 
571-270-1246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday; 
9:00am - 5:00pm. 

14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




